
At the site of the former San Jose 
Medical Center, the Santa Clara County 
Housing Authority is in the process 
of entitling approximately 660 new 
affordable homes. 

There will be a mix of both senior and 
family housing, ground floor community-
serving retail, public open space, and 
bike and pedestrian passages.

675 East Santa Clara Street

project data

Total Site Acreage:
Total Unit Count:
Units/Acre:
Total Retail SF:
Building Heights:

5.14 acres
662
128 units/acre
5,500 SF
45’ (Hawthorn)
to 85’ 
(Elderberry/
Sage)

	→6 new buildings
	→ 100% affordable 
housing
	→Public plaza
	→2 new paseos
	→Community-serving 
retail
	→All-electric
	→Green Point Rated

Drawing inspiration from the site’s history as a former hospital and carrying 
forward the East Santa Clara Street Master Plan goal of health and wellness, 
each name selected is a plant with medicinal properties.
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target timeline

Hawthorn Senior Apartments, the lot north of 
East Saint John Street is currently anticipated 
to be the first building to begin construction. 
This project will provide approximately 107 
affordable senior homes. 
The building steps down in height 
to the north to transition towards the 
neighborhood’s single family homes. Porches 
with trellises provide ground floor residents 
shaded outdoor space and continue the 
streetscape pattern of residential porches.

The plaza on East Santa Clara Street will be 
an integral part of the project and serve as a 
community benefit for the existing and new 
residents of the neighborhood. 
Community input shared during the earlier rounds 
of engagement has driven the design of the plaza. 
The plaza features designated seating areas 
outside of retail spaces and plenty of trees to 
provide shade and create an urban forest feeling. 
In addition, there will be a variety of seating options 
to meet the various uses of the public plaza.

For more information visit scchousingauthority.org/esc/


